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THE CHALLENGE:

oil acidity is a major constraint that

limits maize productivity in the southern
agricultural region of Chiapas, Mexico. The
region’s dominant sandy soils are derived from
granite in a lowland tropical environment.
These soils are naturally acidic, but conditions
are made worse by burning plant residues,
use of acidifying fertilizers, and tillage. In the
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The project identified the additional
need for balanced nutrition, which

was not addressed with the previous
recommendation focused on hydrated
lime application. The positive yield
response from added potassium,
dolomitic limestone, and gypsum

were assessed with varying degrees of
soil acidity. The project has now been
expanded to additional sites where soils
do not have limitations associated with :
acidity and the positive response to Farmers were invited to field days when they could visit the plots and
added potassium fertilizer are studied.  learn how to improve their soils and crops with improved management.
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