
Environotes from TVA 
By John E . Culp 

T H E R E D I R E C T I O N process at the 
Tennessee Valley A u t h o r i t y ( T V A ) has 
been completed. T h e new vis ion f o r 
TVA's National Environmental Research 
Center ( N E R C ) at Muscle Shoals, A L , 
is to achieve world-class status as a 
Center that produces state-of-the-art 
technologies and practices. 

" T V A w i l l help lead the nation's u t i l 
i t ies i n envi ronmenta l p e r f o r m a n c e , " 
said N E R C Vice President and Senior 
Scientist R o n a l d L . R i t scha rd . " O u r 
focus w i l l be on environmental business 
and that includes agriculture." 

N E R C w i l l conduct research, devel
opment, and technology transfer i n f ive 
areas: A t m o s p h e r i c Sciences, A g r i 
cul tura l Research and Practices, Waste 
Management and Remedia t ion , B i o 
t echno logy and E n v i r o n m e n t a l Si te 
Remediat ion. 

Several major activities w i l l be em
phasized under each area. Highl ights 
include the fo l lowing: 

• Atmospheric Sciences. Solutions to 
air qual i ty problems w i l l be a key 
objective. Staf f w i l l work w i t h state 
and l o c a l issues and enter i n t o 
partnerships w i t h public and p r i 
vate organizations. 

• Agricultural Research and Prac 
tices. P o l l u t i o n p reven t ion s t ra t 
egies i n nutrients, pesticides, and 
an ima l wastes w i l l be key areas. 
The Center w i l l explore alternative 
agr icul tural practices that protect 
the environment and develop tech
nology f o r us ing wastes and by
products. 

• Waste Management and Remedia
tion. Wastewater cleanup technolo
gies w i l l be developed and in t ro 
duced. The Center w i l l also develop 

waste management and remedia
t i o n t e c h n o l o g i e s a n d new 
chemical / radiochemical measure
ment methods. 

• Biotechnology. Bioremediat ion and 
b i o t r e a t m e n t t e chno log i e s f o r 
waste treatment w i l l be developed. 
B i o c o n v e r s i o n t echno log i e s a n d 
biochemical solution to waste prob
lems w i l l also be investigated. 

• Environmental Site Remediation. 
Cleanup o f the N E R C plant site 
w i l l be a pr ior i ty . The Center w i l l 
also provide hazardous waste man
agement services and environmen
ta l and chemical process expertise 
to public and private organizations. 

I n addi t ion to announcing the new 
directions at TVA's N E R C , Ri tschard 
also has put a new management team i n 
place. They include: 

Department 

Atmospher ic 
Sciences 

A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Research and 
Practices 

Waste Management 
and Remediat ion 

Biotechnology 
Environmental Site 

Remediat ion 
Technology Transfer 
Support Services 

Manager 

J im Meagher 

Ron Wi l l i ams 

T i m Jones 
H a r o l d Speidel 

R o n K i r k l a n d 
L i n d a Cournoyer 
John Blackwell 

"The technologies and practices that 
our s taff develops at the Center can 
help T V A , the region, and the nat ion 
achieve sustained agricul tural and eco
nomic development i n an environmen
tal ly acceptable way," said Ritschard. 
" I n s tr iving to meet this objective, w e ' l l 
seek other public and private partners 
to assure a cost-effective r e tu rn on the 
public investment i n T V A . " • 

Mr. Culp is with the National Environmental Research Center, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
Muscle Shoals, A L 35660. 
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