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profitable and doubled net income compared to the control. 
Yield, quality, and economic traits all suggest significant ad-
vantages from foliar spray application during the post-shoot 
growth stage. It is recommended to integrate similar foliar 
spray techniques into banana nutrition, besides supplying 
recommended rates of fertilizers at 3, 5, and 7 months after 
planting. BC

The authors are with the Department of Fruit Crops, Horticultural 
College and Research Institute, TNAU, Coimbatore, 641 003, TN, 
India; e-mail: rameshort@yahoo.com.
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Table 4. Economics of SOP foliar spray on banana.
 Treatment Total  Total Gross  Net  
 cost, cost, yield, income, income,  
Treatment Rs./ha Rs./ha kg/ha Rs./ha Rs./ha
Control (Water) 0 90,000 32,400 129,600 39,600
0.5% SOP spray 930 90,930 34,590 138,360 47,430
1.0% SOP spray 1,380 91,380 37,890 151,560 60,180
1.5% SOP spray 1,830 91,830 42,810 171,240 79,410
US$1 = RS.43.95

1.5% SOP 1.0% SOP Control

Bunches of banana cultivar Neypoovan from post-shooting spray of 
nutrients.

New Posters Feature Forages/ 
Southern Forages Book Now in Fourth Edition
Two new 24 x 30-inch posters, Forages Legumes and Forage Grasses, are now available 
from IPNI. Each poster features color photographs of 30 species of important forage plants, 
along with descriptive text on seeding/establishment, fertility needs, pest considerations, 
and other practical tips.

The posters were prepared by the authors of the popular 
book, Southern Forages. They are Dr. Don Ball, Auburn 
University; Dr. Carl Hoveland, University of Georgia; 

and Dr. Garry Lacefield, University of Kentucky. The book 
was first published in 1991 and has become a standard among 
farmers, educators, horse owners, individuals managing wild-
life plots, and many others. 

“The new posters provide one more level of information 
accessibility for the many people interested in forage grasses 
and legumes. We have seen the popularity and usefulness of 
the Southern Forages book for many types of audiences and 
believe the posters will effectively enhance understanding of 
forage production and management,” noted IPNI President 
Dr. Terry Roberts. Many of the species included on the post-
ers are grown across large areas of North America and some 
in other countries.

The posters would be appropriate 
for display in classrooms, seed outlets and 
farm stores, Extension and soil/water conservation meeting 
rooms, farm offices, and various other settings. A single poster 
is available for purchase at US$3.00 plus shipping. The cost 
for a set including one of each poster is US$8.00 sent folded 
or US$9.00 rolled in a mailing tube.

The Fourth Edition of the book Southern Forages was 
published by IPNI in early 2007 and is now available for 
US$30.00 plus US$4.00 shipping and handling for a single 
copy. Discounts are available on larger quantities.

For more information and cost details, contact: Circulation 
Department, IPNI, 655 Engineering Drive, Suite 110, Norcross 
GA 30092-2837; phone 770-825-8082; fax 770-448-0439; 
e-mail: circulation@ipni.net. Or check the website at: >www.
ipni.net<. BC


