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Hi g h e r  l e v e l 
math teaches 
us that one plus 

one does not always 
equal two. As in math, 
we often see response 
to two nutrients applied 
together greater than 
the individual response 
of each separately. In 
other words, “X can be 
greater than the sum of 
its parts”.

The same princi-
ple applies to strate-
gic partners.  IPNI is 
successful because of 
the strategic partners 
and collaborators we 
work with. We are a 
small organization with 
32 scientists working 
across the globe. But 
in the last 25 years, we 
have supported almost 
2,200 research projects 
related to nutrient man-
agement.   We provide ideas and a little seed money and fi nd willing partners to work with. Those 2,200 
projects cost us over $13 million, but the total cost of the projects was more than 10 times that.

We leave the “hands-on” research to our academic colleagues and other partners, who have the expertise, 
the laboratories, and fi eld equipment and we use our expertise in extending the results they generate, in trans-
lating and teaching the practical applications to the end-users. Our partners do the research and we tell their 
stories.  It’s a great partnership, with each partner contributing to their strengths.

The benefi ts of working together are extraordinary and greatly rewarding.  Agriculture is the benefi ciary. 
The sum of our contribution plus that of our partners is much greater than either of us alone. 

When it comes to fertilizers and ag research … one plus one is a lot more than two.
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