
Agricultural lime (aglime) can be
a valuable part of nutrient man-
agement for profitable crop pro-

duction systems. Correcting acid soil
conditions and maintaining optimum
soil pH range are keys to achieving best
results with nitrogen (N), phosphorus
(P), potassium (K) and other essential
nutrients in crop and forage production.

A new booklet...prepared jointly by
the Potash & Phosphate Institute (PPI),
Foundation for Agronomic Research
(FAR), and the National Stone
Association (NSA)...offers a useful
overview of considerations on aglime.
While not an “in-depth” reference text,
the 16-page booklet discusses several
topics, including: the importance of
aglime in agriculture; why soils become

acid; determining aglime needs; aglime
quality and types; aglime and crop pro-
duction; and applying aglime. Color
photos and charts help illustrate
responses and benefits of aglime.

The Aglime Facts booklet is avail-
able at $2.50 per copy (reduced price of
$1.25 each for member companies of
PPI, contributors to FAR, schools, and
government agencies)...plus shipping
cost. To order or for more information,
contact:

Circulation Department, PPI
655 Engineering Drive, Suite 110
Norcross, Georgia 30092-2837
Phone (770) 447-0335, 
ext. 213 or 214
Fax (770) 448-0439

Aglime Facts Booklet Now Available

plants in the sward appears to be a better
indicator of pasture fertility status than
does visual estimate of canopy cover.

A surprising result was a highly sig-
nificant response of mature red clover
plants to increasing exchangeable K lev-
els which indicated declining plant num-
bers at higher levels of K. The higher lev-
els of K are far below any potential toxic-
ity level, so the result was initially confus-
ing. However, as these data are sample
site-specific, the cause of this response is
easily explained. In this same grazing
study, soil nutrient redistribution by graz-
ing livestock was also measured. Almost
all of the sample sites with K soil tests in
excess of 400 lb/A exchangeable K were
within 150 ft. of watering sites. These
sites also had the highest bare ground
estimates and lowest grass canopy cover
estimates, probably due to overgrazing
and soil compaction in these areas. Thus,
while red clover plant population initially

increased in the general grazing areas as
K levels increased, the declining plant
population at higher fertility levels is in
response to grazing factors, not soil fertil-
ity. The red clover population response to
soil K described above is one of the rea-
sons why it is important to study forage
fertility responses in the pasture environ-
ment, not only in small plot settings.

In summary, soil P appears to be a
critical factor in establishment and main-
tenance of red clover in grazed pastures.
Red clover plant population increased
linearly as soil P increased throughout the
range of Bray P-1 values measured in this
study. Even though red clover plant popu-
lation increased at higher P levels, dry
matter yield has been shown to peak at
much lower soil P levels. 
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