Fertilizer Best Management Practices—
Making the Best Better

By Paul E. Fixen and Harold F. Reetz

Fertilizer best management practices (BMPs) are being identified and refined by PPI
staff with support obtained by the Foundation for Agronomic Research (FAR), through
a Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) awarded by the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). The project under the 3-year grant (68-3A75-5-166)

runs through 2008.

takeholder teams are being organized

in each of six regions in North

America. PPI regional directors will
chair these groups, composed of a cross-
section of members representing Coopera-
tive Extension staff, farmers, NRCS per-
sonnel, local agribusinesses, crop consult-
ants, and others as appropriate. The teams
will meet at least twice a year during the
project to review materials being developed
and to advise the project leaders.

The BMP guidelines and other train-
ing materials will be presented to produc-
ers and stakeholders through field days and
at national and regional Information Ag-
riculture conferences. A National Fertilizer
Best Management Practices conference is
planned as part of InfoAg 2007 to promote
understanding and adoption of new BMPs.
Information will also be shared through
websites, on-line modules, and other train-
ing methods.

Tables such as this are available for review on-line for
each of the six cropping systems.
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The six cropping systems that have
been identified for this project are:
¢ Irrigated corn in the Great Plains
¢ Potato production in the Northwest
e Spring cereal/pulse rotations in
North Dakota
e Midwest corn/soybean systems
Cotton rotations in the Midsouth
Forage crops for dairy farms in the
Northeast
The concept of applying the right fer-
tilizer at the “right rate, right time, and
right place” is a guiding theme in the se-
ries. This issue of Better Crops with Plant
Food features six brief articles discussing
these topics. They serve as a starting point
for the efforts of the regional CIG teams.
Some BMPs are common to all cropping
systems, while others are not. To avoid re-
peating these BMPs, they are included in the
article beginning on page 4...but the focus of
the remaining articles is on the unique prac-
tices for the specific cropping systems. Even
more thorough discussion of the six cropping
systems appears in a series of News & Views
which are available in print or as PDF files at
the PPl website: >www.ppi-ppic.org<.
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