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micaceous minerals that attribute high K supplying capacity 
to these soils. However, there is a threshold value of K deple-
tion a soil could support, beyond which any further depletion 
would cause irreversible loss of K fertility levels, a major soil 
quality parameter. This may adversely affect the productivity 
of these soils.

Summary
Our study highlighted negative K

2
O balances in many 

Indian states, which increased in 2011 compared to 2007. 
Therefore, adequate and balanced application of K is required 
to reverse the trend of K depletion in Indian soils. Potassium 
application needs to be based on assessed indigenous K sup-
plying capacity, that varies spatially and temporally, and the K 
requirement for achieving specifi c yield targets of a particular 
crop. This will ensure sustained crop productivity and main-
tenance of soil health. BCBC
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The International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) is pleased to announce the availability 
of its IPNI Scholar Award program for 2014.

“We are proud to be able to continue to offer these awards as they clearly have many 
positive benefi ts,” explained IPNI President Dr. Terry Roberts. “For students in the middle 
of, or just beginning, their research programs the Scholar Award provides a well deserved 
nod of encouragement. These awards are made possible by our member companies and are 
evidence of their respect for science.” 

The IPNI Scholar Award requires students who are candidates for either a M.Sc. or Ph.D. 
degree in the disciplines of soil and plant sciences including agronomy, horticulture, ecol-
ogy, soil fertility, soil chemistry, crop physiology, and other areas related to plant nutrition 
to submit an application and supporting information by April 30, 2014. The application process is available on-line 
only. Recipients will be announced in September, 2014. 

Individual graduate students in any country where an IPNI program exists are eligible. Only a limited number of recipients 
are selected for the award, worth US$2,000 each. 

For more information about past winners of the IPNI Scholar Award, plus details on requirements for eligibility and the 
application procedure, please see our Scholar awards website: www.ipni.net/scholar. BCBC
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