2010 IPNI Science Award Goes to
Dr. Andrew Sharpley, University of Arkansas

T

he International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) has
named Dr. Andrew N. Sharpley, University of Arkansas,
Department of Crop, Soil and Environmental Sciences,
as the winner of the 2010 IPNI Science Award. He receives a
special plaque plus a monetary award of USD 5,000.00 (five
thousand dollars).
“We are honored to announce Andrew Sharpley as the
recipient of the IPNI Science Award. His distinguished career
has been dedicated to improved nutrient management with
the goal of sustaining ecologically intensive cropping while
protecting water quality. Dr. Sharpley led development and
refinement of a Phosphorus (P) Index to identify agricultural
fields at greatest risk for nutrient loss and needing remediation.
The impact of his work has been positive and far-reaching,”
said Dr. Terry L. Roberts, President of IPNI. “Dr. Sharpley
provides international leadership in determining the fate and
transport of P in agricultural systems and its environmental
impact.”
Dr. Roberts also acknowledged the other outstanding
nominees for the award, and encouraged future nominations of
qualified scientists. Private or public sector agronomists, soil
scientists, and crop scientists from all countries are eligible
for nomination. This is the fourth year the IPNI Science Award
has been presented since it was established in 2007.
Born in Manchester, England, Dr. Sharpley received his
B.Sc. degree from the University of North Wales in 1973. He
went on to earn his Ph.D. in Soil Science at Massey University,
Palmerston North, New Zealand, in 1977.
Since 2006, Dr. Sharpley has been Professor, Department of Crop, Soil and Environmental Sciences, Co-Director
of Agriculture’s Watershed Research and Education Center,
and Co-Chair of the Environmental Task Force, Division
of Agriculture, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. From
1995 to 2006, he was Soil Scientist with U.S. Department
of Agriculture-Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS),
at University Park, Pennsylvania, and Adjunct Professor at
Pennsylvania State University. From 1985 to 1995, he was Soil
Scientist with USDA-ARS at Durant, Oklahoma.
Dr. Sharpley was elected Fellow of the American Society
of Agronomy (ASA) in 1990 and Fellow of the Soil Science
Society of America (SSSA) in 1991. He also received the
Environmental Quality Research Award from ASA in 1994
and the Soil Science Applied Research Award from SSSA in

1998. Among numerous other
awards and honors, Dr. Sharpley
is a 2008 inductee of the ARS
Hall of Fame, “For pioneering
nutrient research leading to
the development of agricultural management practices
and strategies that are used
nationally and internationally
to protect water quality.”
In his research career spanning more than 30 years, Dr.
Sharpley has authored or coauthored more than 540 publications (including 290 in
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peer-reviewed journals), 38
book chapters, 60 popular press articles, and he has edited
six books. His published research is widely known and has
been cited thousands of times.
The scientific underpinnings of the P Index are based on
Dr. Sharpley’s findings that most of the P exported (more than
80%) from agricultural watersheds comes from only a small
area of the land (less than 20%). The P Index is an educational
tool that facilitates interactions between farm planners and
farmers, elucidates the water quality implications of management decisions, and helps identify alternative management
options for farmers. Dr. Sharpley’s research greatly increased
the basic understanding of the behavior and fate of P and
nitrogen in agricultural systems, and their impact on water
resources. He demonstrated that effective strategies of fertilizer, manure, and tillage use can achieve production goals and
protect water quality.
The IPNI Science Award is intended to recognize outstanding achievements in research, extension, or education, with
focus on efficient and effective management of plant nutrients
and their positive interaction in fully integrated crop production that enhances yield potential. Such systems improve net
returns, lower unit costs of production, and maintain or improve
environmental quality. The recipient is selected by a committee
of noted international authorities.
More information and nomination forms for the 2011 IPNI
Science Award are available from the headquarters or regional
offices of the organization. Website: www.ipni.net/awards.

E

ach year, IPNI offers the Scholar Award to honor and encourage deserving graduate
students. The process requires students who are candidates for either a M.S. or Ph.D.
degree in agronomy, soil science, or related fields to submit an application and supporting information by June 30.
Individual students in any country where an IPNI program exists are eligible. Only a limited number of recipients are selected for the award, worth USD 2,000 each. The application
process is available on-line only. Recipients are announced in September. For more about the
application requirements, visit the website: www.ipni.net/awards. BC

ANNOUNCEMENT
of the
International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI)
Scholar Awards — 2011

■ About the IPNI Scholar Award:

Awards of US$2,000 each will be conferred to deserving graduate students in sciences relevant to plant
nutrition and management of crop nutrients.
The Award will be made directly to the student. No specific duties will be required of the recipient.
The Award will be granted independent of any assistantship, scholarship, or other award that the student
presently holds.
The Application is only available on-line at www.ipni.net/scholar

■ Eligibility

Graduate students attending a degree-granting institution located in any country with an IPNI program are eligible.
Candidates for either the M.S. or Ph.D. degrees are eligible. In the case of Ph.D. candidates, preference will be
given to students who have a minimum of one year remaining before completion of their studies.
Priority will be given to the relevance of the proposed research in support of IPNI’s mission. Students in the
disciplines of soil and plant sciences including agronomy, horticulture, ecology, soil fertility, soil chemistry,
crop physiology, and other areas related to plant nutrition are encouraged to apply.
Winners are not eligible for reappointment; the awards are for one time only.

■ Requirements

In order to complete the application process, you will need the following:
1. Electronic copy of transcripts of all college work, including cumulative and final grade average records (GPA
or percentile).
2. Electronic copy of three letters of support, one of which should be from the major professor. Letters must be
signed and written on official letterhead, and must include the phone number and e-mail address of the letter
writer.
3. A description of the focus of your thesis or dissertation research presented in a manner that will permit
evaluation of its originality, depth, and scope, innovative approaches, and relevance to IPNI’s mission.
4. You will be asked to briefly describe any honors or awards you have received, employment, career goals,
and other activities you pursue.
Note: You will be required to upload the electronic copy of the transcripts and support letters during the on-line
application process. You should have an electronic copy of these documents prepared in advance. Further
instructions are provided at the website.

■ Deadlines

Application must be completed by June 30, 2011.
Announcement of the Scholar Awards will be made in September 2011, and checks will be presented to the
winners as soon as practical thereafter.
International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI)
3500 Parkway Lane, Suite 550
Norcross, Georgia 30092 U.S.A.
Phone: 770.447.0335 Fax: 770.448.0439
E-mail: info@ipni.net Website: www.ipni.net
The mission of IPNI is to develop and promote scientific information about
the management of plant nutrition for the benefit of the human family.
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