Dr. Adrian M. Johnston was born in 1959, in Saskatchewan and grew up in the city of Prince Albert.  He received his B.S.A. degree in Agronomy from the University of Saskatchewan in 1981 and his M.Sc.(1989) and Ph.D. degrees (1991) in Crop Science from the same institution.  Prior to joining PPI/PPIC in 1999, Dr. Johnston was a research scientist with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at the Melfort Research Farm and worked with the Extension Service of Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food.  Currently, he is responsible for IPNI programs in Asia as Asia Group Coordinator and also serves as Vice President of IPNI.
Between 1981 and 1985, Dr. Johnston worked with the extension Service of Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food, as an Agrologist-in-Training in Swift Current, Assistant Extension Agrologist in Shaunavon, Extension Agrologist in Indian Head, and Soils and Crops Agrologist in Weyburn.  During this period he worked at the district level of the Extension Service, and coordinated regional projects in crop development and soil conservation.  Early work with canola and winter wheat in southeastern Saskatchewan resulted in the successful establishment of the crops in the region.  On-farm demonstration projects with no-till seeding directed by Dr. Johnston provided some of the first opportunities for farmers to observe the potential of no-till as a viable crop management option.

In the fall of 1985, Dr. Johnston returned to the University of Saskatchewan to pursue a M.Sc. in Crop Science.  Shortly thereafter, he made the decision to pursue a Ph.D. and completed the two degrees in 1989 and 1991, respectively.  Both of these graduate degrees were completed on projects which formed the foundation to the current nitrogen in fertilizer recommendations for no-till seeded winter wheat in western Canada.

On completion of his Ph.D., Dr. Johnston worked as a post-doctoral fellow with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at the Lethbridge Research Station in Lethbridge, Alberta.  In that role, he assisted senior research scientists summarize results of long-term crop rotation and tillage studies at the research centre.

In the fall of 1992, Dr. Johnston was appointed research scientist for Cropping Systems at the Melfort Research Farm of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada in Melfort, Saskatchewan.  During the next seven years he conducted research evaluating the impact of tillage intensity, crop rotation management, and fertilizer technology in the production of the broadleaf crops canola, field pea and flax in the northern-most regions of the northern Great Plains.

Although no longer actively involved in research, Dr. Johnston contributes to soil fertility research by fostering collaborative research and development activities between public institutions and the fertilizer industry.  He helps to define for the fertilizer industry the need for and the benefits derived from financial and technical support of research.
Dr. Johnston was recognized for his contribution to western Canadian agriculture in 1999 in being awarded the Outstanding Young Agrologist award by both the Saskatchewan Institute of Agrologists and the Agriculture Institute of Canada and the Young Agronomist award by the Canadian Society of Agronomy.  In 2006 he received a Fellowship in the Canadian Society of Agronomy for his research contribution and work with the society.
