Dr. José Espinosa was born in Quito, Ecuador, in 1948. He completed his undergraduate training in agronomy at the Central University of Ecuador. He received his M.Sc. degree in soil fertility from Michigan State University in 1979, then completed his Ph.D. degree in soil fertility at the University of Kentucky in 1986. Dr. Espinosa served in several research and administrative positions in the soils department of the National Institute of Agronomic Research (INIAP) where he began as a soils laboratory technician. He was promoted to Head of the Soils Department of the Santa Catalina Experiment Station and in charge of the coordination of INIAP Soils Department in 1986. He also served as a consultant in soil fertility and management of several companies developing new tropical crops for the international market in Ecuador and Colombia. He collaborated with USAID sponsored programs in several locations in Ecuador. 

Dr. Espinosa joined the PPI staff in 1989 as Director of the newly created Latin America program which covered all of Latin America with the exception of Brazil. His work in the area helped to consolidate the program and based on his experience, new offices were opened in Mexico and Argentina to group the countries of influence  according to climate, crops, and potential. Dr. Espinosa is now the Director  of the Northern Latin America Program located in Quito, Ecuador. This region covers Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Panama, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico and Cuba. 

As Director of the PPI Northern Latin America Program, Dr. Espinosa coordinates research and education programs to scientifically develop P and K markets in the region. He has promoted innovative research in tropical crops such as banana, plantain, cocoa, palm, and coffee. The results of these studies have been disseminated among all interested parties through an intensive publication program. 

Dr. Espinosa has been involved with the national soil science societies in the region. He is Vice President of the Ecuadorian Soil Science Society and Honorary Member of the Colombian Soil Science Society. He has an active participation as speaker in all society congresses of the region. He has published more than 50 scientific articles and is author of the popular publication Soil Acidity and Liming for Tropical Soils and coauthor of the Banana Nutrition and Fertilization Manual.

Dr. Espinosa has received the following awards: FENALCE Award (National Federation of Cereal Growers of Colombia) in recognition of collaborative work, 1993; ANACAFE Award (Coffee Growers Association of Guatemala) in recognition for technical support, 1995; INIAP Award in recognition of technical support, 1996; Honorary Member of the Colombian Soil Science Society, 1996.  FEDEXPORT Award (Association of Ecuadorian Exporters) in recognition of technical support in banana cultivation, 1997; Award of the Ecuadorian Association of Agronomists in recognition for high achievement,1997.

 

 

