Dr. Fernando O. García was born in 1957, in San Fernando, Buenos Aires (Argentina). He grew up in Olivos, a suburb of Great Buenos Aires. He received his B.S. degree in Agronomy from the University of Buenos Aires in 1980, and his M.S. degree  and Ph.D. degree from Kansas State University in 1989 and 1992, respectively.  

Prior to joining PPI/PPIC, Dr. García was research agronomist with INTA (National Institute of Agriculture Technology) at the Balcarce Experimental Station in southern Buenos Aires and Assistant Professor of the National University of Mar del Plata at Balcarce. He joined INTA in 1981 as a Fellow of the Commission of Scientific  Research of Buenos Aires Province in the Soil Fertility program. In 1983, he transferred to INTA as Fellow in Soil Fertility and Management,conducting field trials for the Wheat Fertilization program and collaborating in Extension programs. In 1987, Dr. García was awarded a Fellowship to pursue Graduate Studies at Kansas State University, where he received his M.S. under the direction of Dr. David Kissel in 1989. Dr. García joined the Soil Microbial Ecology Laboratory of Kansas State University under the direction of Dr. Charles W. Rice as research assistant (on leave from INTA), where he completed his Ph.D. degree in 1992. Back in Argentina, he was appointed as research agronomist at INTA Balcarce and lead field experimentation on wheat and corn fertilization and nutrient dynamics under no-tillage in the southern Buenos Aires area. He was also appointed as assistant professor of the National University of Mar del Plata, directing the Soil Fertility graduate course and collaborating in the graduate courses of Soil Microbiology and Soil Chemistry.

In 1998, Dr. García joined PPI/PPIC as Latin America-Southern Cone Director, headquartered in Acassuso, Buenos Aires (Argentina), and with responsibilities in Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, and the southern states of Brazil (Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul). As INPOFOS Southern Cone Director, Dr. García coordinates PPI/PPIC research and educational activities in developing regional markets for phosphate (P) and potash (K), using sound, science-based agronomic and economic practices.  

Research activities are oriented in 1) developing balanced fertilization programs, especially for soybeans, the main field crop of the region; 2) improving the knowledge of soil P and K dynamics in field crop systems; and 3) generating databases on nutrient availability in the main producing areas. Educational efforts are Informaciones Agronómicas del Cono Sur, a publication that is released four times a year with new agronomic information addressed to dealers, agronomists and farmers of the region; meetings and symposiums on soil fertility and crop fertilization management for dealers and agronomists; and presentations to dealers, farmers and agronomists.

Dr. García is carrying out these research and educational activities through interactions with important research and farmer organizations such as INTA Argentina, INIA Chile, INIA Uruguay, the Universities of Buenos Aires, Rosario, and Mar del Plata, AAPRESID (No Till Farmers Association of Argentina), and AACREA (Argentine Association of National Consortiums of Agricultural Experimentation). 

Dr. García is married to Liliana I. Picone, and they have two sons. 

