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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The mission of IPNI is to develop and promote scientific information about the responsible management of plant nutrition for the 
benefit of the human family.

September 25, 2014  – New York, U.S. – The inaugural meeting of the Global Alliance for Climate Smart 
Agriculture was held today in New York to coincide with the United Nation’s Secretary General’s Climate 
Summit. The alliance was formed to help governments, farmers, scientists, business and civil society, as well as 
regional unions and international organizations, to improve agricultural practices, food systems and food policies 
to address climate change and promote the efficient use of natural resources. 

The role of fertilizers for increasing agricultural productivity is key to global food security and for increasing 
yields on existing arable land, thus preserving forests and biodiversity. As such, fertilizers associated with good 
agricultural practices are necessary components of climate-smart agriculture. Three fertilizer industry organiza-
tions—the International Fertilizer Industry Association (IFA), the International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI), 
and The Fertilizer Institute (TFI)—decided therefore to join the Global Alliance for Climate Smart Agriculture to 
encourage the industry to promote the proper use of our products to minimize their environmental impact in the 
field.

“Global food security will never be realized without the use of commercial fertilizers, and our industry’s 4R 
Nutrient Stewardship program provides the foundation for responsible use of these essential plant nutrients,” said 
IPNI President Dr. Terry L. Roberts.

Scientific principles of nutrient stewardship address using the right fertilizer sources at the right rate, right 
time, and right place so as to achieve economic, social and environmental goals. 

One of the most important actions to building climate-smart agricultural practices is to improve outreach to 
farmers on correct and balanced fertilizer application. The fertilizer industry regards farmers—large and small—
worldwide as strategic partners since they are the ultimate customers and users of our products.

“We stand ready to support farmers, big, medium and small, men, women and youth, to use fertilizer prod-
ucts appropriately and cost effectively so they can raise their yields, increase their incomes, improve their liveli-
hoods, and take care of their soils and the environment,” said IFA Director General Charlotte Hebebrand.

The fertilizer industry is actively taking steps for climate-smart agricultural practices through its efforts with 
the 4R Nutrient Stewardship framework.

“By promoting nutrient stewardship at national and regional level, we can safely and sustainably feed a 
growing population, while reducing nutrient loss to the environment and thus helping reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions,” said TFI President Chris Jahn.

Sustainable agricultural intensification and climate change mitigation must not be viewed as a trade-off.  
Farmers and the fertilizer industry can and should work together to develop site-specific outreach and training 
programs in order to ensure that the world’s farmers can continue with the most important task they have of feed-
ing the world, and do so with reduced environmental effects, while becoming more resilient to climate change.
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The International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) is a not-for-profit, science-based organization dedicated to 
the responsible management of plant nutrition for the benefit of the human family. IPNI has initiatives address-
ing the world’s growing need for food, fuel, fiber, and feedstocks. Through cooperation with leading organiza-
tions throughout the world, IPNI helps to conduct research and educational programs, training and other projects 
related to agriculture. Central to IPNI’s mission are best management practices for nutrient stewardship that 
encourage the concept of 4Rs - applying the right nutrient source, at the right rate, at the right time, and in the 
right place.  To learn more about IPNI, please visit: www.ipni.net and follow us on Twitter at @PlantNutrition.

The International Fertilizer Industry Association (IFA) is a trade association representing the global fertil-
izer industry, which provides the crop nutrients that allow farmers everywhere to meet the world’s growing food, 
feed, fiber and bioenergy needs in a sustainable manner. IFA member companies represent all activities related 
to the production and distribution of every type of fertilizer, their raw materials and intermediates. IFA’s mem-
bership also includes organizations involved in agronomic research and training. IFA has some 550 members in 
about 86 countries. Find more information about TFI online at www.fertilizer.org

The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) is the leading voice of the nation’s fertilizer industry. Tracing its roots back to 
1883, TFI’s membership includes fertilizer producers, wholesalers, retailers and trading firms. TFI’s full-time 
staff, based in Washington, D.C., serves its members through legislative, educational, technical, economic infor-
mation and public communication programs. Find more information about TFI online at TFI.org and follow us 
on Twitter at @Fertilizer_Inst. Learn more about TFI’s nutrient stewardship initiatives at nutrientstewardship.org 
and on Twitter at @4rnutrients.

Fertilizer Industry Organizations Join Global Alliance for Climate Smart Agriculture ... page 2

http://www.ipni.net
https://twitter.com/PlantNutrition
http://www.fertilizer.org
http://TFI.org
https://twitter.com/Fertilizer_Inst
http://nutrientstewardship.org
https://twitter.com/4Rnutrients

